
Safe Stopping Distances
Safe stopping distance is the space a driver needs to safely bring their vehicle to a complete stop. 
Knowing how much time and distance it takes to apply your brakes to completely stop your vehicle 
can help avoid a collision. 

The table below shows stopping distances under ideal conditions:

When approaching a construction zone, slow down immediately. Obey all warning signs and posted 
speed limits. Be aware of your surroundings. Be patient. 

What affects stopping distance?

• Speed
• Road grade (uphill, downhill, flat)
• Road alignment (curved, straight)
• Roadside obstacles 

• Weather and lighting 
• Weight of vehicle
• Brake, tire and pavement conditions
• Driver reaction time
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