
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       

     
     

 

 
    

    
    

     
   
     

    
  

 
 

Assigned Protection Factor 
The assigned protection factor (APF) gives the maximum level of protection provided by a respirator, if 
worn properly. The APF is critically important when choosing a respirator because it indicates what 
concentration will be effective. If a respirator has an APF of 10, a worker is protected up to 10 times 
the occupational exposure limit. If the conditions are greater than 10 times the exposure limit, a higher 
APF respirator is needed.   

Important: The fit test method used will affect the APF. The maximum APF that can be achieved using a 
qualitative fit test is 10. For an APF greater than 10, a quantitative fit test must be used.  
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